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Information about the company

 

 


	Name of the company 


	TUI Thomson (UK)



	Contacts (address, phone number, e-mail)


	For additional information please contact the Code Secretariat at WTO: ctepelus@world-tourism.org



	Contact person (name, position)


	Hilary Robinson

	Date the code was signed


	Nov. 2001

	Start date of the implementation process


	2000

	Destinations included in the report


	Cuba, Dominican Republic, India (Goa), Mexico 
(4 destinations)
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1. Information in the Visitor Book

CHILD RIGHT TOURISM

You can help prevent children from being sexually exploited
For most of us, travelling abroad means 'having a break and relaxing in the sun’.  Sadly for a small minority, it also means an opportunity for sexual activities with children.

· These children are usually aged between 13 to 18. 
· Most of those involved don't sell themselves out of free will, but are forced to do so. This exploitation can cause severe trauma with a high risk of catching a venereal disease or AIDS.

· They work in bars, clubs and restaurants, at the beach, in the streets and even in the vicinity of the hotel.

What you can do

The sexual exploitation of a child is an international crime (UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989).  Britons can be prosecuted both abroad and in the UK for sexually abusing a child.

If you…

· see anyone you think is involved in the sexual exploitation of a young person 

· are approached by anyone asking if you would be interested in a sexual relationship with a young person

Report it to your Thomson Representative

Thomson Reps will handle the matter in confidence, referring it to the appropriate authorities.

In addition you can call Crimestoppers when you return to the UK on: 0800 555 111 

your call is free, you do not have to give your name, you may receive a reward.

Thomson has co-operated with the World Tourism Organisation to produce the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism. For more information contact ECPAT UK at ecpatuk@antislavery.org

The hotel in which you are staying also supports this initiative.
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The code is supported by tourism organisations world-wide who want to take action to protect children from sexual abuse.
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2. Thomson – Lesson plan

C H I L D   R I G H T   T O U R I S M

Why are Thomson supporting this issue?

Unfortunately there is a direct link between our business and the commercial sexual exploitation of children.  By providing relatively cheap, direct flights from the UK to some holiday destinations, we provide the anonymity and ease of access that paedophiles, casual sex offenders or situational abusers take advantage of.  Child sex tourism is detrimental to our industry as well as being illegal.  It is also, regrettably, a growing problem around the world, primarily in poor countries.

The main international campaigning organization that works on this issue is called ECPAT – which stands for End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking in children for sexual purposes.  They have representation in 45 countries around the world and have been fighting against the sexual exploitation of children since 1990.

Both TUI Germany, TUI Holland and TUI Nordic actively support ECPAT as well so this is a corporate World of TUI group initiative.  

A big part of Thomson’s reputation comes from the fact that we are seen to be the most responsible holiday company in the UK.  The commercial sexual exploitation of children is a crime everywhere in the world. In many cases, the perpetrator can be criminally charged in his/her home country, even when the crime took place in a foreign land. 

The definition of a child is as per the UN Declaration of Human Rights and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child – every human being below the age of 18.  Irrespective of a country’s age of consent, it is illegal to pay anyone under 18, in cash or kind, for sexual contact.

As tourism professionals we have a sense of responsibility to prevent any child from being abused in a tourist setting.  As well as being illegal, the abuse of children is a fundamental abuse of their human rights and dignity. 

The destinations where this is an issue and where Thomson have a programme are : Thailand, Goa, Dominican Republic, Cuba and Mexico.  

By using our influence, we can encourage others (such as local agents, hotel staff and taxi drivers) to take measures to reduce and prevent the growth in child sexual exploitation in tourist destinations.  We’re not going to change things overnight, but better to take this first small step, rather than close our eyes and pretend the problem doesn’t exist.  By bringing this subject out into the open a bit more, we are also helping to remove the taboo attached to it, which in itself helps to inhibit and discourage would-be abusers to engage in illegal and abusive practices.

There is evidence that shows that many British holidaymakers will not travel to a destination where they feel they would be uncomfortable or offended by the behaviour of others.  Therefore, the reputation of that destination will suffer, as will our business there.  So, in the long term, by raising awareness of this issue and hopefully preventing it taking place, it will encourage economic growth by sustaining tourism to that destination.  It will also encourage responsible tourism and respect towards the local population – which has to be in everyone’s best interests.  It also reinforces Thomson’s reputation as a socially responsible holiday company.

How are Thomson supporting ECPAT?

ECPAT is an international organization working against the commercial sexual exploitation of children in over 50 countries worldwide.

They have developed a code, together with the World Tourism Organisation, which Thomson (and TUI Germany and TUI Nordic) signed up to in 2001.  The code has 6 elements :

· Establish an ethical policy regarding the commercial sexual exploitation of children (mention is made in our sustainable tourism policy)

· Introduce a clause in contracts with suppliers (this has been actioned for all contracts 2002 and beyond in Dom Rep, Thailand, Goa, Mexico (?) and Cuba).  We are working towards a World of TUI corporate addendum.

· Train relevant personnel (which is why I’m with you today)

· Raise awareness with holidaymakers (via visitors books – once staff training has taken place)

· Raise awareness with local key people in destinations (once staff training has taken place)

· Report annually (once all other elements have been carried out)
Thomson are the first tour operator in the UK to sign up to the code.  But later this year the FTO will be setting up a Responsible Tourism Unit, which will operate along the lines of the work done across the industry on health and safety.  Implementing the ECPAT code, industry wide, will be one of the tasks that the Responsible Tourism Unit will be putting into place.  Information is also being added to the Foreign Office’s Know Before You Go website so that customers are aware of these kind of issues before they travel out on holiday.

Attitudes in the UK

The well-known charity Barnardo’s have just launched a major advertising campaign, which highlights the problem of child prostitution here in the UK.  Many Thomson customers will have seen this advertising campaign and will want to support any action which contributes to the reduction in the child sex trade in Britain and all over the world.

What can you and your staff do to help prevent the sexual exploitation and abuse of children?

In the very unlikely event that a customer or member of staff does report seeing something involving a Thomson customer, try and get as much information as you can before going to the appropriate authorities. The authorities to contact will include the police, hotel management, embassy or consul, tourism authorities, child protection services.  If it involves someone who is not a Thomson customer, consider what action you can take – you could tell the manager of that holiday company.  

True case study 

Winter 2000/2001 - Mytravel Scandinavia customers in the Dominican Republic saw a man who was traveling on his own taking young boys into his room.  They had read in the Mytravel visitors book that their holiday company was supporting ECPAT and that they were being asked to report anything suspicious to their rep. They told their rep who in turn told their manager.  The Mytravel manager went to see the man in his room and made him aware that he was not allowed to take people into his room and especially not young boys.  The man stopped taking young boys into his room.  

What can children do instead of sex work?

Children can turn to voluntary organizations that provide counselling and help with education.  There are child welfare ministries in most destinations which try to provide help for children in prostitution.  There are some organizations that provide training for girls to become hairdressers, dress-makers or beauticians.  Some try to find work in tourism, working in bars or hotels that are willing to offer them training.  ECPAT are producing a list for each destination with contact details of organizations that can provide help and support.

What else can Thomson staff do to help children who are sexually exploited?

· Support the charities and voluntary organizations that work with these children.  Every little bit helps.

· Encourage staff to offer their services by teaching English in schools or helping out in after-school activities at children centers in tourist areas.  It is estimated that 30% of children aged between 12 and 15 in the Dominican Republic, for example, are illiterate.

· Encourage everyone in the tourist industry to be more aware of child sexual exploitation in tourist areas so that it can be prevented

What to do when you get back to resort :

· Nominate one person in your resort to be the ECPAT coordinator – choose someone who will be there long term.  It could be yourself.

· Brief them using this training material and instruct them to brief everyone else in your resort. They should also be given responsibility for briefing new staff at change-over time.  Remember to include office based staff and Holidayline.  Make sure they have enough copies of the handouts.  Give them a deadline when the briefing should be completed by

· Once resort staff are briefed, the ECPAT coordinator should ensure the one pager is included in all hotel visitors books

· the ECPAT coordinator should also make sure that the certificates are displayed in hotels

· Make contact with relevant people in your resort to let them know that we are using our influence to support this issue : hoteliers association, tourist board, police, taxi drivers association, FTO meetings with other tour operators

· Make contact with relevant children’s charities in your resort to find out what they do and how you can help locally.  

· If you have a TUI Nordic programme in your area, their destination manager will be quite well briefed – so you or your teams can always contact them for further information.  

Benefits

· Inhibits and discourages would-be abusers from engaging in illegal and abusive practices.

· Reputation – of Thomson as a socially responsible holiday company, the destination and the hotel

· Encourages economic growth by sustaining tourism to that destination

· Encourages responsible tourism – which benefits everyone

Handouts

· Addendum to hotel contracts

· TUI Times March 2002

· TUI Times June 2002

· ABTA magazine article October 2002

· page for Visitors Books

· certificate for hotels

· Barnardo’s advert

· Rep’s action checklist

· Frequently Asked Questions

· ECPAT Destination Factsheets

Useful websites

www.thecode.org
www.ecpat.org.uk (email : ecpatuk@antislavery.org)

C H I L D   R I G H T   T O U R I S M   -  

A C T I O N   C H E C K L I S T

The commercial sexual exploitation of children under the age of 18 is illegal everywhere in the world.  Thomson and all World of TUI companies are working with campaigning organization ECPAT to raise awareness and help prevent this increasing problem in some tourist destinations.  

Here is what to do :

· Familiarize yourself with the wording of the one page document for your Visitors Books and the Frequently Asked Questions

· Ask your manager if there is anything that you don’t understand

· Make sure that the one page document is in all of your Visitors Books

· Make sure that the hotels you visit are displaying their certificate in a public place

· In the unlikely event that you or any of your customers do see anything suspicious involving a Thomson customer, make a note of the date, time, place and other relevant information  

· Report it straightaway - either to your manager, the hotel manager, the police, the child protection services, the British Embassy or Consulate’s office.

· In the unlikely event that you are told about a customer from another holiday company, other than Thomson, behaving in a suspicious manner with children, report it either to a rep from that company or your own manager.  

· Respect the confidentiality of all the people involved and behave responsibly at all times – this is not only potentially a very serious matter but one that requires a great deal of sensitivity

3. Thomson Certificate for Suppliers

CHILD RIGHT TOURISM

The commercial sexual exploitation of children is an increasing problem in some countries.  Thomson recognizes there is a connection between tourism and this illegal activity and is working with our business partners to help prevent it.

This is to certify that:


has agreed to work with Thomson Holidays 

in preventing the abuse of children from 

commercial sexual exploitation.

This prevention is part of the 

Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism 

As part of the Code of Conduct, Thomson Holidays and their business partners have agreed to raise awareness about the 

commercial sexual exploitation of children and will:

Provide information to customers

Report any suspicious activities to the police

Inform staff and representatives that they are
part of the Code of Conduct
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4. Thomson – Addendum to Contracts with Suppliers

Season……………………………….

Addendum

Accommodation Name……………………………………………………

Resort………………………………………………………………………

This addendum is supplement to, and shall be treated for all purposes as being part of the Accommodation Agreement to which it is attached (“the Contract”)

The supplier agrees to work with Thomson Holidays Limited in relation to preventing the below abuse of children as the commercial sexual exploitation of children around the world is an increasing problem, specifically in some tourist destinations.  Thomson Holidays recognises the connection between tourism and this illegal activity.  For this reason, we have decided to use our influence as a holiday company to contribute towards preventing this abuse of a child’s human rights and dignity.

Hotels are often the scene of the crime.  We therefore request that you support us in this campaign.  By staying vigilant and taking a few simple steps, you will ensure that neither your hotel, nor its good reputation are

compromised.

Signed on behalf of Thomson Holidays by:

Name(BLOCK CAPITALS)



POSITION

Signed on behalf of
Name of Property:


(Sig.)

Name(BLOCK CAPITALS)



POSITION

Date

5. Thomson – Factsheet on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Tourism 
CUBA

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

GOA

MEXICO

THAILAND

Reporting information to authorities - What do YOU need to know?

…The telephone numbers for the local Police, the Tourism authority and the British Embassy or Consulate's office.

Incidents of abuse should always be reported to the Police.

When your suspicions of criminal activity involving child sexual abuse by a tourist are confirmed, there is definitely something you can do about it.   The sexual exploitation of children is a crime everywhere in the world. In many cases, the perpetrator can be criminally charged in his/her home country, even when the crime took place in a foreign land.

In order to report the incident to the authorities, you should be able to provide clear information.  Be sure to document the following details:

· What exactly did you observe (children being offered for sale by adults, negotiations between children and tourists, explicit gestures, physical contact, etc.)? 

· Where did this take place (town, street, square, name of the establishment, beach)?

· When did you see this take place (date, time)?

· Who was involved (name and nationality of the tourist, the child, the person soliciting customers)? 

· Other important information you may be asked to provide:

· day of arrival/departure (airport) of the "suspect"

· details of the nationality of the victim if known

CUBA

General situation

A crackdown on sex tourism in Southeast Asia and the lifting of political restrictions on tourism in Cuba is contributing to an increase in the commercial sexual exploitation of children by tourists.
  A University of Leicester study
 entitled Child Prostitution and Sex Tourism: Cuba found that "most of the child sexual exploitation that does take place in Cuba is perpetrated by tourists.''  A fourteen-year-old child was interviewed – she had migrated from a rural village to a tourist area because she desperately wanted to own a pair of shoes and had heard it was possible to make money by 'going with' tourists.  Females selling sex are known as jineteras.  

Tourism

Tourism is playing an increasingly important role for Cuba and is actively encouraged by the government.  Tourism has become the main source of urgently needed hard currencies.  In 1995, 750,000 foreign tourists came to Cuba, and by 2000 this had increased to 1.8 million.  As a consequence, Cuba's tourism sector generated earnings amounting to US$ 2 billion in the year 2000.  Visitors came primarily from North America and Western Europe. 

Commercial sexual exploitation of children in tourism

Expanding tourism, together with other factors, has led to a growth of the leisure infrastructure.  In connection with this, there has also been a growth of prostitution and cases of trafficking in humans, promoted by the difficult economic situation of the country since 1990.  Every day, new children are driven into prostitution, in order to earn something to contribute to the survival of their family.  Many street children are abducted and subsequently become victims of commercial sexual exploitation.  In their desperation, some fall for promises of well-paid jobs in the towns and cities. In recent years, the number of children in the towns and cities that are being sexually exploited has increased markedly.  The press reports of cases in which foreign tourists have particularly asked for children below the age of 14.

HIV & AIDS

According to estimates by UNAIDS and the World Health Organization, at the end of 1999, there were 1,950 people in Cuba infected with the HIV virus, including 450 women and 100 children.  

Legislation - Prostitution is illegal in Cuba.

Clients can be fined or imprisoned for between two and five years.  Prostitutes and pimps face prison sentences of up to eight years.Cuba ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on August 21, 1991, and has undertaken to protect children against all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. Cuba has not ratified the International Labor Organization Convention to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor and has not signed the U.N. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

General situation

A 1994 study estimated that more than 25,000 children in four areas, Boca Chica, Puerto Plata, Santo Domingo and Sousa, were involved in sexual activities for money, of these 64% were girls and 36% boys.  According to the UN one fifth of the population lives below the poverty level.  Young boys known as “Sanky Panky” boys stay with foreign tourists on the beaches of Boca Chica and Sousa.  Some establish relationships that last for years where the boys, some as young as 13, become the sex tourists’s annual partner during the week of the sex tourist’s visit.
  In tourists areas posters in English, French, German, Italian and Spanish have been put up in restaurants and hotels, warning “Physical, sexual, psychological abuse against children and teenagers is considered a crime punishable with imprisonment of 2-5 years and fines from RD$5,000 to 15,000 pesos [$312 to $937]

Tourism

Only a decade ago, the Dominican Republic was regarded as uncharted territory for tourists.  In recent years, however, the numbers of tourists have risen to such an extent that the country is now seen as a major tourist attraction in the Caribbean.  The tourist sector grew in 2000 by 16.1% from the previous year.  In all, earnings of some US$ 3 billion were generated.  The stable political situation, beaches with the finest of sand and favourable prices provide considerable attractions particularly for package tourists from Europe and North America. 

Commercial sexual exploitation of children in tourism

The boom in tourism along with other factors has led to the expansion of the leisure industry.  Along with this there has been an increase in prostitution and trafficking in humans.  Prostitution is further encouraged by impoverishment.  In particular, street children in the towns and cities are threatened by abduction and then commercial sexual exploitation.  In their desperation some fall for promises of well-paid jobs.  The difficult situation faced by people is also exploited by unscrupulous people from other countries.  No less than 50,000 women and children from the Dominican Republic are working in foreign countries in the "sex industry", the fourth highest number after Thailand, Brazil and the Philippines. 

HIV & AIDS

With the spread of prostitution, there are also fears of an increase in the frequency of HIV and AIDS.  According to estimates from the National AIDS Control Organization and the World Health Organization, at the end of 1999 130,000 people in the Dominican Republic were infected with the HIV virus (1.5% of the 8.4 million population) including 59,000 women and 4,700 children.  (2000)

Young people aged 15 to 24 constitute 18% of the AIDS cases which implies they were infected with the HIV virus in early adolescence.

Legislation

Prostitution is illegal.

The Dominican Republic ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on 11 June 1991, and has undertaken to protect children against all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.

In 1994, Law 14-94, the Code for the Protection of Children and Adolescents, was enacted.  It contains provisions against child abuse, including physical and emotional maltreatment, sexual exploitation and child labour. In 1997, Criminal Law 24-97, prescribed penalties for violence against women, family abuse, sexual assaults, procuring and trafficking in women and desertion of the family.  Persons found guilty of sexual abuse of a minor are also subject to a penalty of 10 to 20 years in jail and a fine of 110,000 to 215,000 pesos, and up to 30 years in jail if the victim is a family member of the abuser.  Procuring a child for the purposes of prostitution is punishable by six months to three years imprisonment and a fine of 50,000 pesos.  The legal age of consent is 18 for girls and boys.  The legal age of marriage is 18.

GOA - INDIA

General situation

Estimates from ECPAT and UNICEF published in the middle of the 1990s, between 400,000 and 500,000 children were forced into prostitution in India.  According to a gay travel magazine with a circulation of 60,000, Goa was listed as one of the top destinations for homosexuals in Asia – the Children’s park at Panaji was one of the suggested pick-up places.  Robin Cook, British Foreign Secretary in 1998 remarked “Goa in India, the Philippines and Thailand are among the areas worst hit by the evils of child sex tourism”
.  The victims are mostly vulnerable migrant children from the neighbouring state of Karnataka,  Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.  Two-fifths of Indian children are malnourished and the country has the world's highest rate of child mortality. 

Tourism

Tourism is becoming increasingly important for India, not only package tours but also individual tourism. Above all Western Europeans, North Americans, and Australians come to India for its varied cultural and religious monuments, as well as for the wide beaches of Goa and the coastal areas in the east, west and south of the country. 

Commercial sexual exploitation of children in tourism

Goa Police attended a workshop for the Prevention of Persecution and Sexual Abuse of Children, Assault and Exploitation on 20th April 1999.  Since 2000 there have been 15 Police Sensitisation workshops conducted in Goa.  The Anjuna-Calangute-Baga coastal belt in North Goa and Colva and Palolem beaches in South Goa are known areas of abuse.  

HIV & AIDS

According to estimates from UNAIDS and the World Health Organization, at the end of 1999 some 3.7 million Indians were infected with the HIV virus (1 in every 200 people), including 1.3 million women and 160,000 children. 

Legislation

India on 11 December 1992 ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and has undertaken to protect children against all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.

Under IPC (Indian Penal Code) 377 a person can be arrested for an unnatural offence wherein penetration is involved.  The legal age of consent in India is 21 for girls and 18 for boys and the legal age of marriage is 18.

Helpline

ChildLine India - 1098 (ten-nine-eight) - contact person Dr Francis Silveira Childline is an organisation that responds within seconds to a distress call received over the phone and it takes the child involved under its protection and follows up from there.  The phone line is open 24 hours a day and has a dedicated staff attending to calls and intervening immediately. The Centre is in Don Bosco's Panaji and is managed by a manager with a staff that includes centre coordinator, 8 team members and volunteers.  To reach the child even faster, Childline takes the aid of Vikalp in Margao for calls received from South Goa, before going over themselves and taking the case. 

Childline that works under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is also funded by UNICEF and is open to contributions from the NGOs and the private sector.

NGO contacts

CRG (Children Rights In Goa), and Jan Ugahi in Goa can also be contacted and they will follow up cases.

CRG – Tel:  0832 420141

MEXICO

General situation

A study of 6 cities
 (Acapulco, Cancun, Cuidad Juarez, Guadalajara, Tapachula and Tijuana) estimates that a total of 4,600 children are being sexually exploited for money.  At the national level, some 16,000 children are thought to be involved.  For each 1,000 Cancun prostitutes 300 are children.  In an interview in Cancun a 15 year old girl explained that a woman recruits 13 year old girls to train them  and teach them to dance and strip, letting them wear a mask at first, “so they don’t feel ashamed”

Tourism

Tourism is an expanding industry. 

Commercial sexual exploitation of children in tourism

Bars and nightclubs where it is possible to have a drink, dance, see a show or ask for girls are considered an intrinsic part of the Cancun nightscene.  It is said there are between 200 and 300 sex trade establishments in the locality of Cancun, they also exist in all the tourist points of the region, especially in Playa del Carmen, Isla Mujeres and Cozumel, as well as in the tourist corridor that runs from Cancun to Playa del Carmen.  Adolescent boys work too, either as transvestites in shows or as prostitutes for homosexuals.  For every 10 establishments where girls work, there is 1 for boys.  These boys tend to come from other states.

Following a visit by the Special UN Rapporteur in November 1997, a National Commission and Plan of Action to Prevent, Attend and Eradicate the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children was created. Its aim is to analyse the problem, design strategies for the protection, recovery and reintegration of children, to raise people’s awareness, to train children and enlist their participation, and to design alternatives to prevent the problem

HIV & AIDS

150,000 people are infected, 3,600 are children.

Legislation

Child prostitution is illegal.

In January 1999, the criminal code was amended to make child sex tourism a crime.  The legal age of marriage is 18 years for girls and boys.
THAILAND

General situation

Traditionally girls are responsible for the material well being of their parents; consequently, rural poverty causes many to migrate to towns and cities after having signed up with one of the many employment agencies that offer jobs in small factories.  Many end up in bars and massage parlours.  Some of those who do get factory jobs are raped and then sold onto brothels.  The most common entry into prostitution is through debt bonding.  In Thailand 800,000 children are involved in commercial sexual exploitation (1997).
Tourism

Tourism is now the country's most important source of foreign earnings.

Commercial sexual exploitation of children in tourism

Prostitution is a relatively new phenomenon in Thailand.  In old Siam the aristocracy lived in polygamy, but in the villages monogamy was practised and sexual relationships were strictly controlled.  Prostitutes only lived in a few cities, where they and their children were social outcasts.  In 1950 there were only 20,000 prostitutes in the whole country, compared with about half a million today.  After US military bases were located in Thailand during the Vietnam War, prostitution grew rapidly.  With promises of good training or a job, more and more girls were lured from their villages to Bangkok, where debts, threats and violence forced them into prostitution.  According to a police report, in 1974 some 400,000 women and girls from rural areas were working in the brothels of Bangkok.  When American troops were withdrawn, the "sexual infrastructure" of the country concentrated on western tourists.  There has also been an increase in child prostitution.  More and more frequently, families from the North and North-east of Thailand sell their daughters to traffickers promising to provide them with well-paid jobs.  It is not lack of scruples that leads the parents to take this step, but ignorance and desperation.  With increasing demand for child prostitutes, trafficking is a lucrative business, and children are brought to Bangkok from neighbouring countries, in particular from Burma, Laos, Cambodia and even from southern China.

HIV & AIDS

According to estimates by UNAIDS and the World Health Organization, at the end of 1999 there were some 755,000 Thais infected with the HIV virus, including 305,000 women and 13,900 children.  Despite these figures, western tourists still falsely believe that sex with children reduces the risk of becoming infected with HIV.

Legislation

Prostitution is illegal in Thailand.

The age of consent for sexual intercourse is 18, and offenders face up to 6 years in prison.  Thailand ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on March 27, 1992, and has undertaken to protect children against all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.  The legal age of consent is 15 for both girls and boys.  The legal age of marriage is 15 for girls and boys.

Alternatives

The government and non-governmental organisations have set up various training centres for school-leavers and rural children, in order to help them to find employment and make them less vulnerable to the lure of traffickers.  UNICEF and the Pan Pacific Hotel in Bangkok initiated the Youth Career Development Programme (YCDP) in 1995, which provided five months of job training in hotel work for young people from poor rural families.  There are now 18 participating hotels, including the Siam Intercontinental, Holiday Inn, Hyatt, Marriott, Novotel, Peninsula, Regent, Shagri-La, Sheraton and Westin.  Some chose to return home to work in early child development centers or hotels in their provinces.  In 2000, a private hospital offered to provide 3 additional months of training in nursing to those interested.  All who received training in the hospital are working as nurse’s assistants.  Their regular income has made it possible for many of them to enroll in open universities to pursue higher education.

Annual Report – 2001/2002
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